
CHAPTER V 

THE FUTURE OF DOWNTOWN SMITHFIELD RETAILING 

We have dis s us se d the recent history of retailing in Smith

field and Johnston Count y, an d attempte d to find the reasons 

for the observed changes. We are interested in this history 

simply b ecause it is prolo g u e to the future. Th ere is no wa y 

to know what is going to happ en in th e futur e , but we ca n , 

within reasonable limits of accuracy, say what will happen 

if present tr en ds contin u e . Not all trends point to the same 

answer, unfortunat ely, so th e analyst has to se le c t those 

tr e nds which seem most important and combine them into a 

single c oherent set of estimates . This process r e quires many 

jud g ments which are based on experience, and about which 

th ere fore th ere can be di sagreement . Rather than just pres

e ntin g our answers, we will d escri b e the devel o pm e nt of these 

a n swe rs in such a way that th e reader may, if the d oes dis

ag r ee with our judgm e nts, substitute hi s own and f o llow 

through th e impli c ation s of th ese to d evelo p an a lt erna tiv e 

ans w e r. 

Impli ci t in the pr ecee din g chap t e r is the ass umption that 

Johns t o n County i s th e so ur ce of Smithfie ld 's r eta il business. 

Ne must now r e fine and justify this assum pti on . By d e finiti o n, 

a trade a r ea i s th e geogra phi cal area from which a shoppi n g 

facility o btain s most of its business . It is not useful to 

draw th e limits of a trade a r ea so widely as to include th e 

lomes o f all of tho se who may occasiona ll y sho p in Smi thfield, 

3 inc e s u c h an area would b e quit e unr easo n a bl y l a r ge . So we 

lave d el ineat e d th e area from which downtown Smithfield o b

: a in s the bulk of it s business. We a l so find it convenient , 

fo r r easons whi ch will become a pp arent later, to d ivi d e th e 

en tir e tr a d e area int o tw o parts, th e Inn er Tr a d e Area which 

is c los e to downtown and th e Outer Tr ade Area which is th e 

d o u gh nut s hap e s urroundin g th e I nn e r Tr ade Ar e a. Th e S E are 
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